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REPORT  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY,  1940 

HAVRE: 

Moderate  temperatures  prevailed  during  the  first  part  of  the  montn . 
but  zero  or  lower  temperatures  were  recorded  on  ten  days  during  the 
latter  part.    The  total  snowfall  was  16.2  inches,  or  11.2  inches  in  ex- 
cess of  normal.    Wind  movement  was  slightly  below  normal,  and  as  a  re- 
sult a  fairly  even  snow  cover  has  remained.    The  depth  of  snow  taken 
on  the  last  day  of.  the  month  in  a  weed  patch  was  13  inches;  in  stubble . 
11  inches;  on  prairie,  8.5  inches;  and  on  fallow,  6-5  inches,  which 
shows  there  was  some  drifting.  •  It  is  expected  that  the  snow  cover 
will  be  beneficial  to  winter  cereals  and  existed  wheatgrass. 

A  grasshopper  bait  spreader  has  been  built  and  another  is  under 
construction.    According  to  surveys  of  the  Entomology  Department,  the 
local  grasshopper  infestation  is  83  percent?  which  is  the  greatest  in 
the  State. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  the  last  month  bringing  the 
individual  cow  records  up  to  date.     Gains  in  the  feedlot  were  for  the 
most  part  higher  than  during  the  preceding  period,  the  individually 
fed  heifer  calves  being  the  only  group  that  showed  less  gain.  The 
full-fed  2- year-old  heifers  receiving  chopped  alfalfa  hay  gained  almost 
2  pounds  a  day  per  head.    Feed  to  the  cow  herd  was  increased  consider- 
ably, because  of  the  heavy  covering  of  snow  the  -last  of  the  month. 
Maximum  temperature,  44°;  minimum,  -15°;  precipitation,  0.71  inch; 
snowfall,  16.2  inches, 

HUNTLEY: 

Temperatures  throughout' February  Were  much  more  moderate  than 
those  of  January",  and  although  there  was  more  than  the  average  amount 
of  snow  during  the  last  month,  weather  conditions  were  generally  quite 
pleasant.    Precipitation  occurred  both  as  snow  and  rain,  the  total 
being  0.61  inch,  which  is  133$  of  average.    Much  of  the  snow  melted 
soon  after  it  fell,  and  as  the  ground  was  frozen  most  of  the  moisture 
was  lost  by  evaporation.    As  the  month  drew  to  a  close,  however,  the 
frost  began  to  leave  the  ground,  and  fields  wore  very  muddy  during 
the  middle  of  the  day,  with  unsurfaced  roads  being  nearly  impassable. 

A  survey  of  the  plots  and  fields  made  the  last  day  of  the  month 
indicated  crested  wheatgrass  making  a  small  start  in. the  border  rows 
along  the  southern 'edges 'of  the  various  plantings.    No  sign  of  life  is 
yet  showing  in  winter  whsat  or  rye.    The  freezing  and  thawing  weather 
of  the  last  month  has  done  much  to  break  down  the  clods  resulting  from 
plowing  dry  soil  last  fall,  but  those  plots  are  still  very  rough. 
Maximum  temperature  54°;  minimum,  -7°;  precipitation  0.61  inch. 

SHERIDAN:  ' 

The  warm  weather  that  prevailed  over  the  last  few  days  of 
January  continued  over  the  first  10  days  of  February,  causing  most  of 
the  snow  to  disappear  with  no  run-off,  and  thawing  the  ground  to  a 
great  extent.     Nearly  5  inches  of  heavy,  wet  snow  was  received  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th,  while  the  ground  was  still  unfrozen.    This  was 
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followed  by  colder  weather  and  intermittent  light  snow,  until  by  the 
middle  of  the  month  there  v/as  a  cover  of  from  8    to  10  inches.  Warm 
weather  the  last  few  days  has. melted  the  most  of  this  snow,  with  no 
noticeable  run-off  to  date,  the  month  ending  with  about  2  inches  still 
on  the  ground. 

Temperatures  were  somewhat  below  average  from  about  the  12th  to 
the  25th,  and  the  average  for  the  month  was  just  slightly  above  normal. 
Wind  movement  v/as  low,  and  precipitation  was  nearly  3  times  the  average 
for  the  month. 

Maximum  temperature,  53°;  minimum,  -9°;  precipitation,  1.02  inches. 

MANDAN : 

The  month  of  February  was  mild  for  the  most  part.    There  were 
only  seven  days  when  the  minimum  was  below  zero  with  a  range  of  -1° 
to  -17°,    The  mean  for  the  month  was  about  15°. 

Snowfall  was  light,  or  4.7  inches.    Some  thawing  took  place 
during  the  month.    There  v/as  about  2  inches  of  snow  left  at  the  end  of 
the  month. 

There  were  no  days  of  high  wind.    There  were  a  number  of  light 
to  dense  fogs. 

There  was  only  one  day  that  was  entirely  clear  or  practically  so. 

The  precipitation  amounted  to  0.45  inch.    There  has  boon  only 
1.50  inches  of  precipitation  since  September  1.    This  is  the  lowest  of 
station  record,  and  the  lowest  during  65  years  of  record  for  the  same 
period  for  this  locality. 

Maximum  temperature,  52°;  minimum,  -17°;  precipitation,  0.45  inch. 

BELL'S  FOUBCKS  : 

Moderate  weather  prevailed  quite  consistently  throughout  the 
month.     There  were  only  3  days  in  which  subzero  temperatures  were  re- 
corded, and  just  2  days  in  which  maximum  temperatures  were  higher  than 
50°,  the  highest  temperature  occurring  on  February  29.    The  mean  tem- 
perature for  the  month  was  23°,  which  is  2°  above  normal  for  February. 
The  precipitation  was  slightly  above  average,  but  it  was  distributed 
in  amounts  to©  small  to  afford  protection  cr  be  of  benefit  tc  crops. 
A  high  wind  on  February  2  caused  considerable  soil  blowing  on  smooth 
fields,  and  some  blowing  occurred  on  February  11,  but  the  total  wind 
movement  for  the  month  was  less  than  usual. 

The  soil  remains  almost  as  dry  as  it  was  last  fall,  except  in 
limited  areas  benefited  by  snow  drifts.    Most  of  the  fall  grain  is  in 
a  very  doubtful  condition  and  will  have  little  chancu  of  recovery  if 
a  substantial  rain  or  snow  is  not  received  at  an  early  date. 

Visitors  during  the  month  included  A.  L.  Baker,  U.  S.  Range 
Livestock  Field  Station,  Miles  City,  Mont.;  and  Director  I.  B.  Johnson, 
South  Dakota  Experiment  Station,  Brookings. 

Maximum  temperature,  61°;  minimum,  -4°;  precipitation,  0.39  inch. 

ARCHER: 

The  weather  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  February  was  cold 
without  great  temperature  variations.     During  the  last  week  higher  tem- 
peratures melted  the  snow  in  the  fields  and  also  that  on  the  more  level 
and  rolling  lands.     Large  drifts  remain  in  the  trees  and  the  breaks. 
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To  date  practically  no  soil  blowing  has  occurred  during  the  winter 
season. 

The  melting  of  the  snow  permitted  the  pasturing  of  animals 
and  relieved  to  some  extent  the  heavy  drain  on  stored  feeds.  Animals, 
generally,  remain  in  a  thrifty  conditioni 

Most  of  the  winter  cereals  seeded  in  dry  soil  have  produced 
vigorous  sprouts.    Winter  rye  seeded  on  fallow  is  in  good  condition. 
Soil  moisture  conditions  have  stimulated  the  desire  to  seed  spring 
wheat  on  land  which  was  too  dry  for  winter  wheat  seeding  last  fall. 

Dr.  A.  D.  Stoesz  and  Wayne  %  Austin  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  were  station  visitors. 

Maximum  temperature,  63°;  minimum,  5°;  precipitation!  0.20  inch. 

NORTH  PLATTE:  (Report  for  January  and  February) 

January  was  cold  and  dry.    The  precipitation  for  the  month  was 
0.31  inch  or  0.02  inch  below  normal,  and  the  mean  temperature  was 
13.3°  or  9.6°  below  normal.    The  snow  which  fell  the  last  week  in 
December  blanketed  the  ground  until  the  first  week  in  February.  It 
melted  slowly  and  there  was  very  little  run-off.    The  temperatures  in 
February  moderated.    The  mean  4.2°  above  normal.    The  precipitation 
for  the  month  showed  a  deficit  of  0.28  inch  and  came  in  the  form  of 
a  f jw  light  snows.    The  last  week  in  February  was  warm  and  nearly  all 
frost  is  out  of  the  ground.     If  this  mild  weather  continues,  field  work 
can  be  started  early  in  March. 

The  survival  of  winter  wheat  on  fallowed  land  is  good,  and  a 
good  crop  can  be  expected  on  this  method  of  soil  preparation  if  average 
spring  rains  are  received.     The  chances  of  a  ••/heat  crop  after  small 
grain  or  corn  is  at  present  questionable.    Some  wheat  which  emerged 
last  fall  has  survived,  while  there  are  some  dead  plants  and  others 
which  show  very  little  life.    There  are  also  kernels  which  are  now 
germinating.     Probably  only  spotted  and  thin  stands  can  be  expected. 
Weather  for  February: 

Maximum  temperature,  67°;  minimum,  7°;  precipitation,  0.23  inch. 

AKRON: 

February  was  relatively  open  and  mild.     Only  four  of  eight 
observable  storms  produced  measurable  amounts  of  precipitation. 
People  are  generally  concerned  with  the  continued  dry  condition  of  the 
surface  soil.    There  is  only  a  hopeful  expression  concerning  winter 
wheat  that  did  not  emerge  last  fall.     It  is  as  yet  impossible  to  de- 
termine the  condition  of  the  station  winter  wheat,  which  not  only 
suffered  no  or  partial  emergence  but  has  been  damaged  more  or  less 
by  rabbits. 

Many  inquiries  about  adapted  sorghums  and  hybrid  corn  have 
been  answered  personally  and  by  letter. 

Maximum  temperature ,  64°;  minimum,  10°;  precipitation,  0.14  inch. 
The  average  is  0.41  inch. 

COLBY : 

February  was  an  unsettled  month  with  considerable  cloudiness 
and  some  fog.    The  temperature  and  wind  velocity  were  slightly  below 
normal.     Precipitation  was  recorded  on  10  days,  but  the  total  was 
only  0.19  inch  which  is  less  than  a  third  of  normal.    All  but  0.07 
inch  fell  in  the  form  of  2,6  inches  of  snow. 


-4- 


There  were  no  extremes  of  temperature,  and  the  snow  that  fell 
in  December  and  January  melted  slowly.        Summer-like  wbethor 
the  last  week  of  the  month  melted  the  snow  more  rapidly,  so  that  it 
was  practically  all  gone  by  the  28th,  although  patches  still  remained 
in  shady  places  when  the  month  closed.    The  snow  that  fell  in  February 
was  accompanied  by  wind  and  drifted  considerably.    The  old  snow  was 
too  icy  to  drift.    There  was  no  soil  blowing  and  no  bad  storms. 

The  ground,  was  frozen  much  of  the  time  to  the  depth  of  the 
moisture  in  places.    The  surface  thawed  out  nearly  every  day  where 
the  ground  was  bare.    V.Tiero  the  snowdrifts  were  deep  "it  never  froze. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  the  ground  was  thawed  out ,  as  the  temperature 
did  not  go  below  freezing  even  at  night  the  last  three  nights. 

''.'inter  wheat  which  was  s»wn'  in  dry  soil  on  November  21  started 
to  emerge  February  29  on  some  of  the  plots.    Soil  samples  show  the 
moisture  down  to  a  depth  of  12  to  15  inches."  V&ere  wheat  came  up 
last  fall  it  remained  green  inmost  places  but  froze  down 'some  where 
the  snow  melted  first. 

Maximum  temperature,.  68°;  minimum,  4°;  precipitation,  0.19  inch; 
precipitation,  53-y;ar  av3rage,  0.58  inch. 

HAYS : 

The  month  of  February  was  generally  mild,  with  maximum  tem- 
peratures gradually  growing  higher  to  a  peek  of  69°,  February  29.  The 
mean  temperature  was  about  1°  above  normal.  '  There  were  no  heavy  winds, 
no  soil  drifting,  and  no  dusty  days. 

The  fields  were  covered  with  a  light  layer  *of  snow  during  the 
first  ten  days ,  after  which  they  were  bare,  but  remnants  of  drifts 
did  not  all  disappear  for  another  ten  days.    -The  water  from  the  snow 
wet  the  ground  3  to  5  inches  deep,  the  average  depth  being  about  4 
inches.    Practically  all  the  wheat  that  was  drilled  last  fall  is  now 
in  moist  soil,  although  some  of  it  still  has  a  layer  of  dry  soil 
underneath  it. 

The  wheat  fields  are  all  bare  as  viewed  from  the  roadside. 
Very  little  wheat  can  be  seen' even  when  one  goes  into  the  field. 
This  is  typical  of  the  condition  for  a  large  area  around  Hays  and  for 
at  least  a  distance  of  30  miles  south  of  Keys,    ''.'ithin  this  area  only 
a  trace  of  wh^-st  germinated  in  the  fall,  and  some  of  it  died.  Most 
of  the  wheat  ley  in  dry  soil  until  recently  wet  with  the  snow  water. 
In  the . southeastern  part  of  the  county,  which  received  a  local  shower 
lest  fall,  some  fields  have  from  10  to  50  percent  stand  of  fall- 
g.;rminated  wheat  that  made  very  little  top  growth  but  can  be  easily 
seen  now  wh3n  one  goes  into  the  fields.    Some  of  those  fields  look  . 
really  promising.     A  few  fi  :lds  north  and  west  of  Hays,  within  the 
county,  have  from  5  to  20  percent  stands  of  fall-germinated  wheat. 
Those  erj  not  so  good  as  those  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the 
county.    Thes.-  two  localities  have  the  most  promising  prospects  we 
have  seen  in  the  county. 

Some  of  the  wheat  that  was  drilled  in  dry  soil  has  now  been  in 
moist  soil  for  three  to  four  weeks,  but  on  account  of  low  temperature 
very  little  of  it  has  more  than  swelled.    Sprouts  arc  now  visible  on 
some  of  the  kernels,  and  it  appears  that  very  little  of  the  grain  has 
spoiled,  although  a  few  moldy  kernels  have  been  found.    The  conditions 
described  for  this  county  ere  typical  of  the  conditions  in  e  large 
area  s'urrounding  Hays. 
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When  the  snow  melted  it  left  the  surface  of  the  fields  slightly 
crustedt  which  together  with  the  dampness  of  the  soil  has  reduced  the 
danger  of  soil  drifting  almost  to  the  minimum.    At  present  there 
seems  little  reason  to  worry  about  soil  blowing.    However,  some  addi- 
tional moisture  with  freezing  and  thawing  could  change  conditions 
within  a  short  time* 

The  recent  moisture  and  warm  weather  during  the  last  of  the 
month  resulted  in  favorable  soil  conditions  for  spring  tillage.  The 
early  spring  plowing  and  initial  surface  tillage  work  for  spring 
small  grain  crops  was  done  during  the  last  week.    The  top  soil  works 
up  in  good  condition*  but  we  are  greatly  in  need  of  subsoil  moisture. 

Men  who  have  made  trips  to  the  south  and  west  as  far  as  Liberal 
report  that  a  number  of  farmers  were  drilling  winter  wheat  in  that 
area  this  week*    Asked  why  they  were  sowing  wheat ,  they  replied  that 
they  hava  more  open  land  than  they  desire  to  fallow,  and  if  it  does 
not  make  a  crip  of  wheat  they  hope  it  will  make  a  growth  that  will 
protect  the  land  from  blowing* 

Maximum  temperature,  69°;  minimum,  7°;  precipitation,  all  of  which 
fell  in  the  form  of  show  during  two  days,  0.35  inch.  Total  snow- 
fall, 4.5  inches. 

GARDEN  CITY: 

Precipitation  was  only  0.25  inch  which  fell  on  three  days  in 
the  form  of  snow.     The  total  thus  far  this  year  is  0.65  inch.  Wind 
velocities  were  1  mile  above  average,  but  no  dust  storms  were  ex- 
perienced during  the  month. 

Most  of  the  snow  had  disappeared  from  the  fields  by  the  middle 
of  the  month.    As  the  surface  soil  dried  out  a  crust  a  little  more 
than  an  inch  thick  formed  on  the  plots,  which  were  rather  smooth. 
This  crust  was  broken  the  last  of  the  month  to  aid  in  controlling 
blowing.     There  are  reports  from  this  area  that  this  crusting  condi- 
tion has  occurred  on  much  of  the  wheat  ground,  and  that  the  wheat  which 
is  germinating  is  having  difficulty  breaking  through. 

Station  visitors  were  Rufus  F.  Cox,  Department  of  Animal  Hus- 
bandry, K.S.C.,  L.  C.  Aicher,  Fort  Hays  Experiment  Station,  and  a 
farm  school  group  composed  of  professors  and  extension  men  from 
K.S.C.  and  farmers.  ■ 

Maximum  temperature,  74°;  minimum,  7°;  precipitation  0.25  inch. 

TUCUMCARI : 

The  month  was  nearly  normal  in  mean  temperature,  wind  velocity, 
and  precipitation.    Precipitation  all  came  in  the  form  of  snow  early 
in  the  month.  Temperatures  and  wind  movement  ivere  high  toward  the 
close. 

Row-crop  land  has  blown  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  where 
cultivation  has  been  performed  the  movement  has  been  reduced  or 
stopped.    Favorable  moisture  conditions  of  the  surface  soil  will  no 
doubt  result  in  early  blank  listing  of  most  row-crop  land. 

Wheat  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  is  growing  rapidly, 
where  fall  germination  occurred,  spurred  on  by  a  few  very  warm  days. 
However,  strong  winds  have  necessitated  a  large  amount  of  chiselling, 
or  similar  work  on  the  lighter  or  more  exposed  fields.  Available 
moisture  no  doubt  exists  into  or  through  the  second  foot  on  most  wheat 
fields.    With  even  this  amount  of  stored  moisture  the  crop  will  be 
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dependent  to  a  great  extent  upon  spring  precipitation.    Wheat  prospects 
are  far  from  favorable. 

Maximum  temperature,  81°;  minimum,  IE0;  precipitation*  0.51  inch. 

DALHART : 

Climatic  conditions  approached  normal  for  the  month.  Tempera- 
tures were  moderate  and  near  average  for  the  most  part.    The  last  4 
days  of  the  month  gave  the  highest  temperatures  of  the  year;  80°  on 
the  29th  was  the  highest  reading  for  February  since-  1918.    The  precip- 
itation of  0.46  inch  was  largely  ineffectual.    Wind  velocities  were 
low  except  for  two  days.     One  of  these,  the  26th,  furnished  a  return 
of  severe  soil  blowing.    Thistles  have  now  started  to  turn  loose,  and 
one  can  only  wonder  where  they  all  come  from,  as  there  seems  to  be  an 
unlimited  number. 

The  lest  of  the  moith  furnished  the  first  s-rowing  temperatures, 
so  that  wheat  and  rye  are  just  showing  green.    There  was  no  top  growth 
remaining.    From  the  sparse  plants,  one  is  nearly  justified  in  saying 
that  both  crops  are  a  total  loss. 

Y.hile  soil  movement  has  not  been  alarming,  the  'samples'  in- 
dicate severe  soil  drifting  will  accompany  high  wind  velocities. 
Maximum  temperature,  80°;  minimum,  11°;  precipitation,  0.46  inch. 

3IG  SPRING: 

Weather  during  the  month  of  February  moderated  considerably 
from  that  prevailing  during  January.    For  the  most  part,  conditions 
Were  favorable  for  field  work,  and  the  farmers  generally  took  advan- 
tage of  this  to  list  their  land. 

About  February  16  a  rain  totaling  0.37  inch  was  received;  this 
was  followed  by  a  snow  which  netted  0.27  inch.    The  snow  was  accomp- 
anied by  a  stiff  north  wind  which  drifted  the  highways  full  in  spots. 
For  nearly  a  day  the  traffic  was  blocked  in  three  directions  from 
town.    The  temperature  did  not  drop  very  much  below  freezing,  but  the 
wind  and  snow  caused  some  ?tock  losses  and  much  inconvenience  to  travelers. 

Station  work  consisted  mainly  of  listing  increase  fields, 
building  terraces,  and  pruning  grapes.    A  few  ev-ergreens  were  trans- 
planted, and  some  shrubs  were  pruned. 

Maximum  temperature,  91°;  minimum,  24°;  precipitation,  0.64  inch. 

1A*'T0N: 

Improved  surface  moisture  in  February  was  v.ry  bonnficial  to 
surviving  fields  of  small  grain  and  permitted  the  spring  seeding  of 
oats  in  fairly  good  shape.     During  the  first  five  days  of  the  month 
0.66  inch  of  rain  was  recorded,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  gently 
falling  rain  of  1.13  inches  on  the  15th  and  16th  and  0.11  inch  on  the 
22nd,  bringing  the  monthly  total  to  1.90  inches.     But  little  run-off 
occurred,  and  the  shortage  of  water  for  livestock  and  domestic  use  con- 
tinues to  be  an  acute  problem  in  nearly  all  communities.  The  wind  vel- 
ocity averaged  more  than  10  miles  per  hour  on  12  days  during  the  month. 

Temperatures  were  normal,  ranging  from  a  minimum  of  19°  on  the 
9th  to  a  maximum  of  84°  cn  the  29th. 

The  g  .neral  concensus  of  opinion,  formerly  reported,  that  winter 
oats  and  winter  barley  would  not  survive  the  cold  temperatures  in  Jan- 
uary was  wrong.    Volunteer  crops  of  oats  did  not  survive  the  winter, 
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but  wherever  oats  or  barley  were  seeded  on  reasonably  good  seed  beds 
the  winter  injury  has  been  light.    Such  injury  was  very  light  on  sta- 
tion seedings,  and  both  crops  made  a  fair  growth  in  February.  Station 
plots  of  wheat  appeared  to  be  at  a  standstill  until  the  last  four  days 
of  the  month,  when  there  was  a  decided  response  to  temperatures  of  70° 
to  84°.    Wheat  on  the  surrounding  farms  shows  but  little  prospect  for 
anything  but  very  light  yields.     Southwest  of  Lawton,  where  less  rain 
was  received  in  October  and  November,  most  of  the  early  seeded  fields 
are  being  abandoned,  the  stands  having  died  for  the  lack  of  moisture. 
Southeast  of  Lawton  there  is  not  so  much  complaint  of  loss  of  stands. 

Oats  seeded  February  7  on  the  station  were  showing  the  first 
emergence  on  the  29th. 

WOOD' 'ARB : 

Precipitation  amounting  to  1.58  inches  somewhat  exceeded  tha  25- 
year  station  average.    The  mean  temperature  was  2°  below  normal;  however, 
no  very  low  readings  occurred,  the  month  as  a  whole  having  rather  equa- 
ble temperatures.    Snowfall  of  9.5  inches,  most  of  which  fell  during  a 
severe  storm  on  the  16th  and  17th,  broueht  the  total  for  the  winter  to 
26.5  inches.    Very  little  soil  blowing  was  observed. 

Surface  moisture  conditions  are  much  improved,  and  with  recent 
warm  weather  considerable  winter  wheat  is  now  terminating  and  emerging. 
Sweetclover,  vetch,  and  Austrian  peas  are  also  coming  up. 

Various  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  res- 
ervoir for  erosion  control  and  beautif ication.     Owing  to  unfavorable 
weather,  the  first  distribution  of  nursery  mat  :rial  in  1940  was  delayed 
until  quite  late  in  the  month.     The  old  grape  variety  vineyard  has  been 
cleaned  out  and  replanting  for  this  season  about  completed.  Pruning 
was  also  begun.     Early  tomatoes  were  started  in  the  greenhouse. 

Approximately  5,500  feet  of  trench  for  the  main  pipeline  extension 
and  laterals  has  been  dug,  and  roughly  4,000  feet  of  pipe  and  turnouts 
installed.     In  addition  about  600  feet  of  old  line  material  has  been 
salvaged.    Fencing  operations  around  the  west  quarter  and  forty  are 
practically  completed.     An  N.Y.A.  crew  of  about  25  men  was  available 
for  this  and  other  work. 

Maximum  temperature  82°;  minimum,  18°;  precipitation  1.58  inches; 
snowfall,  9.5  inches. 

DICKINSON: 

The  weather  during  February  was  unusually  mild  except  during  the 
last  week  when  the  temperature  dropped  to  -25°  on  the  morning  of  the  24th. 
The  month  ended  with  higher  temperatures. 

Precipitation  was  recorded  on  11  days,  but  the  total  was  only  0.49 
inch.  The  ground  was  covered  nearly  all  month,  but  the  depth  of  snow  was 
never  more  than  3  inches.     Only  a  trace  was  left  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Wind  velocity  was  below  normal,  so  that  even  when  there  was  loose 
snow  on  the  ground  it  did  not  drift  badly.     In  fact ,  the  snow  in  the 
windbreak  has  never  been  a  foot  deep  any  place  in  the  trees,  whereas  in 
the  usual  winter,  drifts  at  this  time  may  be  from  3  to  6  feet  or  higher. 

Precipitation  for  the  6  months  ending  with  February  totaled  only 
1.3  inches,  the  lowest  of  record  in  49  years. 

The  open,  mild  winter  has  been  one  of  the  best  for  livestock,  as 
there  has  been  only  enough  snow  on  the  ground  most  of  the  time  to  soften 
and  improve  the  quality  of  the  feed. 

Maximum  temperature,  48°;  minimum,  -25°;  precipitation,  0.49  inch. 


